CHRISTIAN LIVING
FINGER POINTING
“If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the pointing of the finger, and the speaking wickedness -- “(Is.58:9b) 

“The Lord God called to the man and said, “Where are you?”  The man said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.”  The Lord said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten the fruit of the tree which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The woman you gave me to be with me, she gave me the fruit and I ate it.”  Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” (Gen.3:9-13)
While I know there are many today, including in the churches, who scoff at this story saying it’s fictional and can’t be ‘scientifically proven’, or some such thing, nevertheless, the one I know as God Almighty has caused it to be recorded in the Book of his Word for all of those who seek to know him, and who wholeheartedly accept his Word as truth, and so, can come to learn the truths contained there.

It is in this passage of scripture that we can clearly see which nature we’re allowing to control us, in any given situation.  God, whose Word is truth (Jh.17:17), had made man in his own image (Gen.1:27), with, of course, the basic element of truthfulness.  

But, having also given the man and woman the right to choose, they, sadly, accepted the word of the devil, thereby, in their very nature, replacing truthfulness with deceitfulness. (Jh.8:44)  Instead of each of them confessing and acknowledging their sin, they immediately started to place the blame elsewhere; the man on the woman, the woman on the devil.  So, right at the very beginning of fallen man’s history, as recorded by God, after turning away from his Word, and having accepted that of the devil, the very next thing they did was to start pointing the finger.

Now, today, we live in a society where truth seems to be irrelevant.  All that seems to matter is what we can get away with, by shifting the blame to others.  We very often hear of supposed experts who claim that whatever problem we may have in our makeup, is most likely the result of our parent’s actions.

The courts of the land are full of claims of diminished responsibility.  Just the other day there was a report of an incident where a truck driver, who, while swerving to avoid a drunk on the road, ran over another drunk, asleep on the road in black clothing, in the dark of night.  The crazy thing was that a magistrate found the driver guilty of negligent driving and 30% responsible for the accident.  Just how crazy can things get!!

Sadly, that’s what happens when our God’s ways are put aside and it’s left to man’s view, which is forever changing to suit present thinking.  And this, we know, is as changeable as the weather, though that’s not a very fair comparison to the weather.  

In the spiritual realm, and also in the area of worthwhile relationships, the most dangerous thing to follow on from this line of thinking is that the need for truly acknowledging our failures and our guilt, i.e., repentance, goes by the board.  So, we now have the very rapidly spreading breakdown of marriages, because many don’t look on the vows they’ve taken as really binding.  We have agreements or contracts being broken on technicalities.  We’ve long since reached the stage where many people’s word, or promise; even important things; seems to mean nothing.  It’s not so much that we deliberately go back on what we’ve said, as that we don’t seem to listen to, or truly mean what we say, much of the time, so we forget our lightly made promises.  The old adage of “Say what you mean, and mean what you say” has very largely been forgotten, or discarded.

One of the strangest things about all of this is that we expect others to remember what they say to us, and to keep their word.  We all, even as children of God, can so easily have a different set of standards for ourselves, our families and to a lesser degree our friends, including those in our special church circle, than we have for others - if we don’t watch ourselves carefully, and continually to see which nature we’re walking in.  (1Cor.11:31, Matt.26:41)  We can so easily switch back to the old devil one of pointing the finger of blame etc, if we’re not on guard, (1Tim.6:20-21, 2Tim.1:14, 1Jh.2:27) without even being aware of what we’re doing (Jer.17:9), if we don’t keep a very watchful eye on ourselves, constantly looking to the Spirit of Christ in us to lead us into all truth, especially about ourselves. (Eph.4:22-24)
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